Hello Interested ZimFest 2009 Vendors,

We are very excited to be hosting ZimFest in Boulder, Colorado this year and thrilled that you are considering joining us here. Please read the information below carefully so that you have the relevant information in order to make an informed decision regarding applying to be a marketplace vendor.

Marketplace/Outdoor Festival Stage Location

Our location is wonderful this year because it is integrated with the outdoor Festival Stage area and in downtown Boulder’s Central Park which will get lots of walk by traffic from locals. Festival participants will pick up their lunch at the marketplace on Thursday and Friday, ensuring a full crowd during the lunch period from 11 am – 1 pm and encouraging  everyone to come to the marketplace. On Saturday, we will be located immediately adjacent to the Boulder Farmer's Market ~   a high traffic event. We are suggesting on Saturday that festival participants purchase lunch from the Farmer's Market vendors and eat at the marketplace/outdoor festival stage area.

There are, however, some challenges that come with this location. The actual site is a beautiful, grassy, relatively flat location that has little shade for the vendors. While the vendor fee will include a table and 2 chairs, the cost of a 10x10 pop-up is about $140 for a weekend rental. We can arrange for these if vendors wish 

Another inconvenience involves storage and take down each night and set up each morning. Storage will be available in a secured room in a nearby, secure facility, but there will be a need to store the merchandise, tables, chairs, etc. each day. We will have volunteers, carts and a vehicle to help vendors with this.

For instrument vendors - we will try to place the instrument vendors as far from the music as possible, but there will have to be sensitivity to the concert needs. 

Tax Issues 

City of Boulder Taxes
As the sponsoring organization, ZimFest will have a license from the city to collect taxes from the vendors. Each vendor will have to fill out an Unlicensed Vendor Form (we will provide this to you) on which you will record your sales and taxes. The sales tax for the city of Boulder is 3.41%. At the end of the event you will give us a check for the amount of the taxes on your sales and we will pay this to the city. These taxes apply for all organizations selling tangible items even if they are charitable (501C3) organizations.

State of Colorado Taxes
If you are not a 501c3 organization - you must get a Special Events Application License (this will cost you $8) to sell and collect tax and then remit that tax to Colorado in the time specified on the license. To get that license, go to www.taxcolorado.com. Click on the link for tax forms. Then look for the link that says “All forms by number” and scroll down to DR0589. That is the form you need. 

If you are a 501c3 organization - The state of Colorado does not collect sales tax from 501c3 organizations if they conduct business for 12 calendar days or less in a year and if the organization’s net proceeds are less than $25,000 for the year.

Electricity – There may be a limited amount of electricity available for vendors. We know that it is not environmentally sound to use batteries, but you may need to rely on these if at all possible. Please indicate your electricity needs on the vendor application.

Fees 
$75 flat fee for commercial vendors

$20 for non-profit organizations (must provide 501c3 documentation)

No % of sales will be collected by ZimFest (other than the aforementioned City of boulder Taxes).

This fee includes one table and 2 chairs. Please bring your own table coverings if you wish. If you want us to rent a pop-up for you, that will cost an additional $140 for the 3 days of the marketplace. Additional rental items are available; please inquire.

Marketplace Dates and Hours – The marketplace will be open from 10 am to 5:30 pm on Thursday, June 25th, Friday, June 26th and Sat. June 27th. We ask that you keep your booth open for the entire time. 

Closing Comments – This year we are planning for the Outdoor Festival Stage and Marketplace area to be a “happening” place. Overall, the location is a really good one for vendors because of the high traffic relative to many previous ZimFests. We have a wonderful line-up of workshops and concerts, our location in Boulder is superb, and there is a lot of excitement in our local community and the general Zimbabwean music community about this year's event.

Please access the Vendor Application also posted on this site.

Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis. I can be reached via email at marketplace@zimfest.org if you have any questions. 

I am very excited that you are considering coming and looking forward to seeing you in Boulder!

Andi Jason

ZimFest 2009 Marketplace Coordinator

marketplace@zimfest.org
